
Benefits:

� Reassurance about actual weight and quality (or other 
criteria) of products

� Ability to react in time and protect your interests in case 
of a problem

Bureau Veritas
GSIT Division - Head Office
92077 Paris La Défense Cedex – France
Tel.: +33 (0) 1 42 91 69 00 – Fax: +33 (0) 1 42 91 69 88
www.bureauveritas.com - www.bivac.com
gsit@bureauveritas.com

20
07

Government Services
& International Trade

Bureau Veritas is constantly adapting its expertise and service 
offerings to meet the ever-changing requirements of businesses 
We  help our clients comply with regulations and standards and 
achieve their own expectations and goals, in order to mitigate 
risks and improve their performance and competitivity.

With Bureau Veritas besides you noting is left a chance. Our 
ambition is to give you the confidence of knowing that what you 
do is not just done right but is seen to be done right. This is the 
meaning behind our slogan “Move Forward with Confidence”.

Efficiency enhanced

With its wide range of services and vast spectrum of 
technical expertise, Bureau Veritas helps its customers in
resolving issues related to their assets, personnel,
systems and processes, products or service and provide 
customers with three essential results. These are a license 
to operate, risk reduction, and performance improvement.

Proven experience

Proof of quality

Large scope of activities

Founded in 1828 Bureau Veritas is a worldwide leader service 
company recognized and accredited by many countries and 
international organisations worldwide with a core business of 
conformity assessment, applied in the areas of quality, health, 
safety, environment and social responsibility.

The mission of Bureau Veritas consists in inspecting, verifying or 
certifying assets as well as projects, products or systems, using its 
own benchmark references or external standards, in order to 
deliver compliance reports. Certified ISO 9001:2000, Bureau 
Veritas exercises close control of the quality of its services, from 
their design to performance and verification. 

Agrifood & Commodities

Inspection of quality, quantity and 
packing, at production site, loading and 

unloading points giving assurance on 
quality and integrity of your shipment

Inspection of Agrifood & Commodities involves inspecting 
products for specific criteria such as quality, weight, packing and 
labeling. Such inspections can be performed at different points in 
the product's supply chain including at the production site, and
loading or unloading points. 

Bureau Veritas inspectors can survey the operations, report on 
the visual condition of cargo, perform weight tests, and draw 
samples to grade the product on site or ascertain the quality by
analyses in a laboratory. 

Crude Oil & Petroleum Products inspection involves 
inspecting for quantity and quality. Such inspections 
can be performed at different stages in the product 
cycle including at the production site, on producing 
platforms, at storage locations, during draining of 
crude oil, at loading or unloading installations, on 
vessels, or in road tank trucks. 

Oil & Petroleum Products

The inspection of mineral products calls 
for weight and quality checks. These 
checks can be carried out at various 

stages of the product’s life cycle, 
including on the extraction or processing 
site, in warehouses, at loading/unloading 

facilities and on board ships. 

Mineral Products

Oil & Minerals

General Trade
In any transaction where goods are bought and 

sold, there is a transfer of ownership. This is made 
more complicated by the fact that the transaction is 

taking place across different countries. 
The various parties need guarantees from an 

independent third party to provide reassurance of 
the conformity of goods.

General Trade Services are third party inspection or brand 
audit services based on visual aspects and appearance. 

These can be provided at any stage of the production process 
along the supply chain. 

Bureau Veritas relies on its international network, comprising a
workforce of 26,200, in 700 offices and laboratories worldwide, 
to ensure its success on applying skills, under the twin banners
of integrity and independence, first to the Marine sector, 
Industry and Construction, then to other activities like 
Aeronautics & Space, International Trade and Consumer 
products.



Benefits of PSI:
Performance optimisation

Bureau Veritas through its Government Services & International 
Trade Division (and its dedicated subsidiary BIVAC International) 
helps international trade operators improve their business 
efficiency by making sure they comply fully with current legislation 
and eliminate risk wherever possible.

This service carried out for governments combines confirmation of 
the buyer's specifications, and quantity and value controls of 
imports/exports. It is done in compliance with WTO (World Trade 
Organization) requirements.
In carrying out preshipment inspection of goods on behalf of 
Customs authorities, Bureau Veritas helps international trade 
operators to comply fully with current legislation. This improves 
their business efficiency and eliminates risk wherever possible.
The service also provides government clients with the guarantee 
they require.

� facilitate and promote transparency in 
trading activities 

� improve the collection of customs duties 
and taxes

� ensure that goods conform to contract 
specifications 

� provide authorities with effective means of 
overseeing and controlling foreign trade 
through accurate statistics

With a 23 year-experience in Trade Facilitation, Bureau Veritas has 
become one of the world's leading providers of import control and 
inspection services on behalf of governments, international 
organizations, traders, operators, ....

Verification of Conformity

The verification of conformity aims to 
improve product safety and quality, 
simplify Customs clearance, prevent  
unfair competition, and detect 
counterfeit goods.

Governments today give high priority to promoting international trade 
while protecting consumer health, safety and environment. Most 
national standard organizations, acting within a legislative framework, 
call for the intervention of independent third-party companies as a way 
to maintain full control on goods entering the domestic market. The 
Verification of Conformity service involves checking conformity of 
goods according to national standards or an international equivalent. 

X-Ray Scanning at destination is the most efficient way available to 
control imported goods in containers without unloading them. The
speed of scanning, the penetrative power of the beam, its excellent 
spatial resolution and the flexibility of this system are all key factors 
of this service.
This form of control is used in conjunction with BV exclusive 
RAMSES risk management software, and complies with the 
Container Security Initiative for exports and recommendations of
the World Customs Organization Kyoto Convention 1999.
Benefits:

PSI services

Many countries insist that motor vehicles comply with national 
environmental and safety standards. Governments are now becoming
more focused on implementing legislation to reduce road accidents 
and the environmental impact of non-compliant vehicles. 

VIS is a technical inspection service for vehicles performed in 
accordance with national legislation / regulation and international 
standards for environmental protection. It is essential for countries who 
wish to ensure that vehicles being used on their roads comply with the 
national regulations and any other required national standard. 
Benefits:

Automotive : Vehicles Inspection Service (VIS)
This programme aims to check vehicle 
conformity, strengthen road safety and 
consumer protection, improve quality of 
imported vehicles and facilitate Customs 
clearance for vehicles

Services call upon 
secure IT applications, 
tailored to market 
needs:

VeriVALUE database and 
RAMSES risk analysis 
programme.

For greater reliability in 
International Trade
Transactions

Checking Wood Products for Export

This programme aims to identify logs and 
processed products, improve forestry 

revenues, secure export duties 
if applicable and limit forestry 

overexploitation

Governments today want to enhance correct collection of revenues
relating to the export of wood products while supporting forestry 
management and sustainable development of natural resources.

This programme is designed to support forestry management and 
sustainable development while enhancing wood products revenue 
collection. Over-logging and illegal logging can rapidly strip a country of 
its natural resources which are a source of government revenue and is 
also environmentally damaging. Working in conjunction with the 
appropriate Government Authorities, Bureau Veritas Group provides
that essential support to monitor the actual volume exported and
discourages illegal activities.

Checking Wood Products for Export

Government Inspection Services : 
Preshipment Inspection & X-Ray Scanner Control

Customs controls by cutting the waiting  times that impede 
traffic flows.

X-Ray Scanner Control

The introduction of scanning 
techniques,  in conjunction with risk 

analysis, makes a significant 
contribution to the security of 

international trade, and optimises 

� Combat illegal imports

� Optimize Customs control by reducing the clearance time that slows 
down traffic flow

� Improve the efficiency and security of international trade with tailored 
customs training programme

� Promote a positive and modern image of customs services with more 
effective law enforcement

� A large and continuously updated database of 
products/countries/exporters

� Comply with the International Ship Port Security (ISPS) Code

Benefits:

� Protect consumers against dangerous, sub-standard or 
counterfeit products

� Provide a guarantee to the buyer that the goods ordered are 
those shipped.

� Ease trade operations by recognizing existing conformity proof 
to avoid unnecessary additional testing

� Protect domestic industry from unfair competition of poor 
quality imports

� Improve the environment, and enhance the quality of exports

Benefits:

� Improve efficiency in terms of wood products monitoring

� Optimize wood-products revenue collection

� Participate to sustainable management of forestry resources

� Contribute to environmental protection and renewable resources 
preservation

� Check vehicle conformity, and improve quality of imported vehicles

� Reduce the fatality rate from road accidents and related public 
safety costs

� Improve the general level of roadworthiness of all vehicles

� Strengthen road safety and consumer protection

� More efficient control of imported vehicles and technical 
inspection of domestic fleet

Other services such as VDT (Vehicle Damage Tracking) and VSC 
(Vehicle Stock Control) or Vehicle Lease Inspection can be also 
provided.


